
All programs are take-home only due to the pandemic.
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From the Director
 At the time this newsletter went to press in mid-November, the uncertainty caused by the 
worsening pandemic made it difficult to plan for winter time events. Your library’s staff have been 
very creative and came up with some great ways to still provide fun and interesting programs and 
services safely during this challenging time. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
all their hard work, and to express as well our gratitude to all our library patrons for their patience, 
support, and understanding.  We hope you all have a comforting and safe holiday season, and let’s 
look forward with hope for a better new year coming just around the corner! 

Jingle Bracelets for Winter Playground
November 30 - December 5
 The 2020 Imlay City Winter Playground is full steam ahead, December 5 at 6:00 PM. Traditional 
favorites like the Tree Lighting, Parade, and pictures with Santa (socially distanced of course) are all 
returning, but in the interest of public safety, indoor crafting and cocoa stations had to be put on 
hold until next year. Your library has never missed out on Winter Playground and we won't start now. 
Instead of making a craft the night of, we’ll offer it all week leading up to the big event. Pick up your 
Jingle Bracelet Kit, put it together at home, and bring it to the parade to add to the music! Kits are 
available while supplies last. 

12 days of Christmas Cookie Cookbook
December 7
 Do you love making Christmas cookies, but find yourself tiring of the same old recipes? Then take 
a look at our 12 Days of Christmas Cookie Cookbook for some fresh new ideas! Cookbooks will be 
available for pickup starting December 7 so you will have plenty of time to bake, to give, or to keep 
before the holidays.

Fines Forgiveness Day
January 7
 Start the year out right with a clean slate for your library account! Call either branch or stop in (if 
applicable) to get your fines waived. Please note: items must be returned first, and fines forgiveness 
does not cover fees for lost or damaged items, nor does it cover the $10 non-refundable collection 
agency fee.

Show Some Love Craft: No Sew Fleece Hats
February 1 - 27
 It’s common to express love in February, usually for our personal Valentines, but what about for 
those less fortunate? This year let’s shower those in our community who are in need with the loving 
gift of warmth. All month long participants can collect a No Sew Fleece Hat kit to make and either 
keep or return to be donated to a local charity. Available while supplies last.

Love Your Library Silent Auction Fundraiser
 Not knowing what pandemic conditions will be like in February or whether we will be able to lift 
occupancy limits and other safety requirements in time for our annual silent auction has led us to 
explore ideas for a different type of fund raiser. We’re looking at options that may allow everyone to 
still enjoy browsing and bidding while protecting library staff and visitors. As soon as we have more 
information, we’ll post it to our website and Facebook page and spread the word through the local 
newspaper. We are taking auction donations (but can’t take book donations yet) so please bring 
them by; they will be quarantined until the event for safety.

Special Days This Winter: 
January 5 National Bird Day – get instructions on how to make 
 a birdseed wreath
January 13 National Sticker Day -  grab some sticker swag 
January 19 National Popcorn Day - get a free microwave popcorn bag 
 when you check out a movie
February 1 National Candy Making Day - get a recipe for the famous 
 Mackinaw island fudge and more



All events subject to changes or cancellations. 
Please check the library's website for the most up to date information.

Youth & Family Programs

Christmas Craft Kits
December 1 – 23

The holiday season can be such a mad rush that often before we find the time to spend with those we love, it’s over! 
That’s why your library is offering a Christmas Craft Kit every week: a chance to sit down with your favorite family 
and friends and craft some memories. As with all our crafts, these kits will be offered on a first come, first served 
basis, while supplies last.

Letters to Santa
December 1 – 23

Asleep? Awake? Naughty? Nice? The Big 
Night is coming up quickly, and the Man in 
Red knows all! Here’s your chance to “plead 
your case” in the most loved, time honored 
way: the written word! Holiday stationery 
sets will be available for believers of all ages. 
When your letters are perfect, slip them 
inside the Santa Mailbox at the library for the 
fastest delivery to the North Pole! Parents 
please note: the special mailbox will be 
available during library service hours only.

New Year’s Crafts
December 28, 29, 30 

& January 2
We’re closing the book on 2020 and turning 
the page to 2021, hoping that it will be           
better than its 
predecessor! To 
help start the 
year off well, 
grab your New 
Year’s crafts to 
be used on New 
Year’s Eve. 

G.R.A.S.P Bags
Coming this winter

Navigating home learning can be daunting; where do 
you even start? But to try and make things a little easier, 
your library has put together G.R.A.S.P Bags, that is, 
Great Reads And Similar Projects. In these bags you will 
find both fact and fiction books along with crafts, 
activities, and songs centered around a topic. Every bag 
is a new learning adventure; check yours out today!

Blizzard of Books
January 2 - 30

Returning for its second great year, it’s Blizzard of Books, the 
sweetest reading challenge around! People wanting to participate 
can grab their official bookmark at the front desk. Over the month 
of January, check out 20 items; for every 5 items, your bookmark 
will be marked. Once all 4 marks have been collected, your 
bookmark can be traded in for a FREE Mini-Blizzard thanks to the 
unfailing generosity of our local Imlay City Dairy Queen! 

Amelia Earhart Day
January 11

While Amelia Earhart is a hero to many, and her 
accomplishments (not to mention her unquenchable spirit) 
can be celebrated at any time, January 11 is the anniversary 
of her solo flight across the Pacific: a first for aeronauts 
everywhere! To celebrate, there will be crafts devoted to 
this famous flyer and an assortment of books to check out 
about her life…and her mysterious disappearance.

Poké-tines Day
February 10

Haven’t heard of this day? Don’t worry, we 
just made it up! It’s a mash up of Valentine’s 
Day and Pokémon Day (celebrated on Feb 
27) giving you the choice of sending your 
Valentine a Pokémon card, or sending a 
fellow Pokémon Trainer a Valentine! 

National 
Popcorn Day

January 19
Is there a more perfect pairing than a movie and a 
bag of popcorn? Not that we can think of! When 
you check out a movie today, you’ll also receive a 
free bag of popcorn, available while supplies last.

Bullet Journaling
December

What is bullet journaling? It’s been described as “a mindfulness 
practice disguised as a productivity system.”  A bullet journal is 
equal parts day planner, diary, and written meditation. It helps 
to turn the chaos of coordinating your life into a streamlined 
system that helps you to be more productive and reach goals. 
Whatever you call it, a planner, journal, or diary, it is a method 
that will help you live a more productive and meaningful life. 
We will provide the journal and some supplies to help you get 
started, including simple instructions and a stamped initial 
disc to add to the journal’s front. Registration will start on 

December 1; when 
registering please let us 
know your three initials so 
your disc can be waiting 
for you at journal pickup 
starting December 7. So 
who wants to start the 
new year off right?  Get 
your journal and start out 
on a positive note!

Adult Programs

Blind Date With a Book
February

The popular Blind Date With a Book program is back! Browse the display of books wrapped in brown paper to hide their 
identity. Get a glimpse of what’s inside from the brief description written on the front, and choose the type: romance, 
mystery, thriller, or other. Check out the book and take it for a spin: if you don’t like it, there’s no hurt feelings: just drop 
it in the returns box and choose another. It’s a fun way to see what’s out there and maybe try something new!

Online Adult Book Club: 
Winter Session

January
This pesky pandemic hasn’t stopped us from having 
a book club: we’ve just had to move it online! We’d 
love to have you join us in our Facebook group as we 
share the novella Winter’s Bone by Daniel Woodrell. 
Winter’s Bone is a gripping work of realistic, 
contemporary fiction set in 
the icy Ozarks and is noted for 
its poetic writing and dialogue, 
along with its crafting of a 
powerful sense of place. It was 
made into an award winning 
movie, taking the Grand Jury 
prize at the 2010 Sundance 
Film Festival. We will have free 
copies to hand out to the first 
ten patrons, available just 
before the holiday break in 
December.

Teen Programs

Mug Life Mondays
Every other Monday

We’re continuing the mini snack 
mission of Mug Life Mondays straight 
into 2021 with tasty treats like Cocoa 
Cake, Pizza, Fried Rice, and Banana 
Bread! Recipes will be available for 
pickup and on our Facebook page. 
Happy mug cooking!

Pretend to be a 
Time Traveler Day

December 8
Why pretend to be any ol’ time traveler when there’s Doctor 
Who?! From the bowtie (bowties are cool!) to the Sonic 
Screwdriver to the Tardis, this madman has style. You can imitate 
that style by making your own No Sew Bowtie, and then your 
own Tardis to explore the universe with - and remember, it’s bigger on the inside!

Plant or Candle 
Macramé Hanger

January 6
Macramé is all the rage (again), but it can be 
a little intimidating to jump into something 
you saw on social media. This small, simple 
craft is a good way to start, plus it’s versatile: 
have it hold a plant, candle or even loose 
pennies, the choice is yours! Kits will include 
all needed supplies and instructions.

Tootsie Roll Roses
February 23

Let’s celebrate Tootsie Roll day! On this day 
in 1896 - that’s 125 years ago - immigrant, 
inventor, and chocolatier, Leo Hirshfield, 
first rolled out this famous candy. How do 
we celebrate? By playing with our food of 
course! Each kit will come complete with 
supplies and instructions to make a sweet 
treat for your sweetheart!

* Please note: all crafts available while supplies last, supplies are limited. 

* Please note: all crafts available while supplies last, supplies are limited. 


